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DOWNFALL OF
SPY CENTRE MOLE

" By 14N HENRY Old Bailey Corréspondent’
.GEOFFREY PRIME, 44, a former employee

of the Government’s secret communica-
tions headquarters at Cheltenham, jailed

-yesterday for spying for the Russians, was

only caught because of his taste for sex with

little girls. -

|
\

After he confessed to three sex attucks police
searched his home and discovered  material which
suggested he was involved in activities even more
grave,’ sai¢ Sir MicuatL IAVERS, QC, Attorney-
Geneéral, prosecuting, at the
Old Bailey.

In his wallet, they found .-a
code-pad, a document ex-
plaining ~how to handle
micro-dots, details of radio
frequencies, and a top secret
memorandum. - - :

"The police also took posses-
sion of. a powenful radio, two
recording tapes, a black brief-
case,-a carpier bag containing
notebooks; and. 26 .envelopes
pre-addressed to East Berlin.

Sir Mivchael "said that in the
course’ of Prime’s employment,
both in the RAF and in the
Government service, he came
to have access to information !
ranging from the  simply sen-
sitive to matters: of .the -“ very ‘
highest *" secrecy. - ! |

Qver a period of 15 years he
tiad admitted passing secrets

Between Sept.

ey

STE FOR LITTLE GIRLS

pying and
sex charges

RIMI? faced seven
spying charges’ under

Section One of ‘the

Officials -Secrets Act.

They  were, that for - purposes

prejudicial to the safety a
interest of the State, beyco:g'
municated information which
zyas calculated to_be, might
¢, or was:intended ‘fo be,
directly or. indirectly useful
to an enemy:. . :

In Berlin, between . ﬁec'.'. 31,

1967, and Aug., 1968;
30, 1968 and

'. Editorial .,Com'me'nt—-PIB
| R ([ 3

lin Berlin, Viennd, Potsdam and
i Londén that had caused * excep-
tional grave  damage.”,

.. At one gtage,.the Press and
public were . excluded for 20
minutes while Sir Michael told
the ocourt, in camera, * the deep
gravity of what Prime did.”
“"Before doing so, Sir Michael
said: ¢ There has been much
wild speculation, most of which
is unsupported by the evidence
about the natune of -the damage
-for - which - he® is- responsible,
espectally in relation to nuclear
warheads and endangering: the

lives of agents. o
1 pepeat there is no evidenoce
‘to .support speculations.of this

B April 29, 1982;
etween May 1.31, 1970, i
‘Abl.)ey‘ Wood, London; »
In Vicnna, between Sept, '1-30,
1 » 3 ' . '
1In1;/'7ie‘nna, between May 1.31,
) y : . "'-_‘ |
‘In ‘Vienna, bet 7 1.3
o oo ,b ween May 1.31,
And in Potsdam, East Germ
hetween Nov. 1.30, 1081
Prime also faced three charges
k of indecently assaulting girls
gg z}gsnll "1 i 1980; on May
s an i
1982, on Al 21,
Reporting of their. names was
\ prohibited by an order under
Section 39 of the Children
| and Young Persons Act.
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él:eret ‘sompibent

in brief ease:
inOre; 2

ime was first intervicwed
ﬂblgrxl'tmhis espionage actx.\ntulas
in June this year; but he simpiy
‘told police: “I don’t. know
where you got that information
from, but that certax’l;xly 1snﬂt
true, I can assure you.w - -
But he was ldter more forth-
During four hours of

coming. four _hours o
estioning he admitte
ggiving 000 from the

isns but claimed he never

Ig(l;ts 2133 Sfurther than c_ongxdqnng
working for them. .

At a later interview hc1 5';(7
plained that in'vSipESr'nber i
he had booked flights to_Hel-
sinki on two occasions with a
view to living in Russia, but his
regard for his wife and her
children prevenged him from
going through with thg plan..

During that interview with
the police. Prime said that in
1974 he had been given, via his
sister, a briefcase with a secret
compartment con{aining spying
equipment. : )

The plain black briefcase angd
its secret compartment were
produced in  court and the

method of opening it, removing -

two screws in the handl_c, was
demonstrated. - -

Prime was interviewed twice |

more, said Sir Michael, but he
repeated “his  denials. Then’;
there was a “ dramatic change.

Suddenly. he told two offi-

cers: “Yes, at 4 oclock today
June 26, 1982, 1 now wish to
tell you the whole truth of this

tragic affair. 1 cahnot go''on:
tall%ing about my wife whilst I

am continuing to tell Hes.
“It will také a long’ time;

could we have a short break,

then Tl start from ‘January
1968, when this affair started.”
“"The statement which followed
avas so long it was taken over
two days. '

B e |
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'-:Han‘ded a note

at checkpoint

- The salient features, which
‘emerged, were’ that his first
‘contact with Russian agents was
mot in 1974, but in January.
1968, when he was stationed in
‘Berlin, .

.. “According to that statement
Prime began to feel sympathy
for the Soviet régime in the
mid-60s, and when returning
from leave handed a note to a
Soviet officer manning a check-
point into West Berlin indicat-
ing that he wished to make
contact.”

Later he found a metallic
cylinder attached to the door
of his car. It contained a note
directing him to Friedrich-
strasse station, where he was
_met by Russian agents. He ex-
plained that he wanted to give-
them any information they
, wanted. ’

i “Thereafter Prime met his
;contacts Igor and Valya regu-
larly until July 1968 when he
‘left the RAF. He told them
tthe nature of his work and re-

vealed "all the information
i which was available to him.

“He wused a miniature
camera to photograph RAF
Gatow’s  telephone directory
and delivered photographs to-
gether with a sample of classi-
fied material to his Russian
controller.

“Prime told his controller
that he was thinking of apply-
ing -for employment as a lin-
guist in the Civil Service and
was encouraged to pursue his
application, :

“He returned to England in
July 1968, and was successful
in his job application being told
to report for duty in London
on Sept. 30, 1968

“Before starting work he
returned to East Berlin and
received extensive training in
the arts of the spy. He was
itaught the method of secret
writing which allows invisible
messages in code to be over-
written on seemingly innocuous
letters. :

“He was taught how to use
a miniature camera for photo-
graphing documents He was
taught how to receive coded
radio transmissions and how to
receive and handle microdots.
He was told the dead letter
box procedure for conveying
information.” :

When - vrime returned to

England he brought with him
the - brieftase contaihing the
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-code pads;for deciphering mes-
‘sages sent to him by radio, and
to encipher messages sent back
to the Rissians; secret’writing
paper ‘o5 which to write
eacoded . messages; . East. Ger-
many addressed envelopes ' to
- carry the secret messages in
invisible code; and £400:ster]ing
" He was given-the codecname
Rowlands-and a.password to.be .
‘used when:meeting’ contaets. In
reply to the contact saying: “1.
believe' we.met in -Pittsburgh in |
1868,”. Prime <. was - to' reply+-
“No, at that time I was*in
Berlin,” . 'j";"' Lo
Sir "~ Michaél  continued:
“Once he started. work , in
London, Prime: regularly. con-.
veyed information -to the
Russians and received informa-
-tion, from them usually by
radio. : ] :
In autumn 1969, he was’ told-
by radio message “to ‘g0 ‘to a
-secret, hiding place .in Esher,
-near a lake. / He ‘went] and
received a few hundre " pounds,
.in sterling and .a’letter, con-'
‘gratulating " him, on . his’ pro-.
gress, Y .
© “In May 1970, he.took photo>
graphs of documents,” which he
had taken with the. miniaturé
camera, to_-Abbéy "'Wood ' in
.London and "left them at "a
secret hiding place in. a wood.. | !
-“In the ‘summer of 1971; he
collected more money and more
“spying miaterials at’a pickiup
point near Banstead 'Station in
Surrey. P PRT
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Lost his
T gl M
code pads .’ ~ . -

“In 1972 or 1973, he mislaid
his_one-time pads (code pads)
and was forced to, send a letter
to East Germany ‘in' invisible
‘writing, in Plain text, explaining
the loss. ™5 . "o7 o we
© * According to Prime contact
-was - lost: -ugtil | 1974 | when.
Soviet agents:left a .briefcase.
at his. sister’s home. This part
of Prime’s statement js con-
firmed by his sister ‘who
remembers a.man.and a woman
rwho :sppke in/ broken ‘Engiish
delivering a-paréel.- -- © -
-~ She opeped the partel and
-saw the ﬁm‘ile‘fcasq : 'whicﬁ twas
apparently, empty. In fact it
- Was the replios of, the briefcase
' Prinie .. had?. S L.Riven. . in
August 1968, and had spying.
equipment cand ; £400;> in - the
- secret - compdrtiment: - 3
* In the spring of 1975, whilst.’
still in London, Prime was.
given a 'briefing by his. em.
ployers:in order, to receive and
understand fresh matérial of a-
higher seéurity olassification.
He reported immediately, to his
,controller in -East Bedin. -
- “His controller arrapged . a
“serie§ ,of meetings .in Vienna
which taok place in September
1975, Prime took with him
photographic. copies of highly
secret material and microfiche
cards of anpbqually sensitive
nature. He -received - £700: -ar
£800 in’sterling, -
- “Primd flew to Vienna iagain
.in May:1978. Between Septem-
ber 1975 and May 1976 he had
been regularly sending details
of top secret information. . He
.took with- -him.in May 1976 -
more «photographed documents
he had had access to whilst
in London;", and - explained - the .
nature ‘of hi§ @mew ' job " at-
Lheit-~Yar — .

STAT

STAT
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Promised peénsion

_and rank of colonéil'-'f :

“ He had, in fact, been trans-
ferred from London to Chelten-
ham. in March 1976. At one of

* the meetings in Vienna in May
1976. Prime was informed that
should he ever wish to defect
he would be given a pension
and the rank of Colonel. He
‘was given . £1,000  before. he
. returned to England. )

“Prime was promoted - in
1976, and on the first'of Novem-
ber 1976 he became section

head, which gave him access
to a wider and even mere sec-
ret range of material.

“ As a section head he regu-
larly attended meetings at which
matters of the utmost secrecy
were discussed.

“ Between his return from
Vienna in May 1976 and his
vesignation on Sept. 28, 1977,
Prime took '15 rolls of film
amounting to about 500 photo-
graphs of top secret documents.

“ Prime claimed that by Sep-
tember 1977, the pressure of
living a double life got too
much for him. He had married
in June 1977 and taken over
the care of his new wife’s three
children.

. “He decided to defect by
flying to Helsinki, and indeed
booked flights on Sept. 11 and

/SirMichael Hayers. Q C.

‘Sept. 20, buf on each occasion
did not go through with it. .
“ According to Printe he had

no further contact with Russian
agents until he‘was telcphoned
in April, 1980, and _asked to go
to Vienna, ;[ :f: 70 - T

. “He flew therc on May 16
1980, taking with .him the 15
rolls-of film of top secret docu-
ments, together with handwrit-
ten notes.. , : ¢ . ¢

Debriefed on

.cruise ship

... "He'was taken to a Russian
. cruise ship on the Danube for
twé “or. three days and ‘quos-
tioned at length -about the
material he had brought with
“him. -He was given £600 and
flew back to England.
. “In. October,. Prime claimed
that he was again contacted by
-telephone .and agreed to go. to
Berlin for' a further meecting.
He flew to Berlin on Nov. 16
“and. was taken to ‘Potsdam in
“Fast - Germany where he was
closely questioned about Allied
activities. which werce top sccret.
5 When  the debricfing was
finished he was given £4,000
and taken back to Berlin.
‘“Prime indicated that the one
time pads and the secret writing
pads which the police had scized
-were “giyen. to "him' either in
Vienna in 1980 or at' Potsdam
in 1981,
,~ “He.claimed he had mot used
any of them, nor had he had any
further contact with Russian
agents.” . . - ' ’
Sir Michael said Prime ended
his statement saying: “ Looking
back..over ‘the 'entire period I
deeply regret the extent of the
- betrayal: manifested by my acti-
‘vities,” which were in--breach of
~the trust placed in me by my
;Q’ovemm‘eﬁt{ St
T *I"believe  that' I frst em-
-barked on these activities partly
tas a result of a.misplacéd ideal-
istic .view of Sovict socialism
»which was compounded by basic
~psychological” problems within
myself. .. . )
‘ These ' problems had made
e susceptible to the type of
propaganda’ which . I became
aware of during my service in
West Berlin.
*o-41 dm: also deeply ashamed
‘and-find -it difficult to express
my remorse in words in rela-
Mon to' the anguish.and suffer-
ing which I'Kave"cuuscd for my

N

& amily,
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Police investigation
T -

'}{nasterl'y’

A Before .fé'q‘uest.ihg «:the ‘_court
to go into camera, Sir Michacl
aid tribute to the officers of
West ‘Mercia. police who inter-
viewed Prime. - .

" “The ', responsible services
have nothing but praise for the

. masterly. way. inn .which Det..

Chief Supt. David Cole, Det.
Chief Insp. Peter Picken and
police officers under them coped
with what is the gravest investi-
gation they will ever be likely
to undertake.'In an unfamiliar
field, they worked with remark-
able diligence and very .great
care.’l : - ' .
Lord LANE, Lord Chief Jus-
tice; ;interrupted by asking the
Attorney-General: “The infor-
mation this man gave became
more and more important and
dangerous to the services of
this country. Is that true?”

Sir Michael agreed that it
became more true as Prime's
spying career continued.

Earlier the Attorney-
General said it. was clear from
the charges, and from Prime
himself, ~ he was _ sexually
| attracted towards girls in the
"10 to 15 age bracket,
|, “Over a number of years, he
"built up a card index system
of young - girls. His main
sources of nformation were
newspapers from the Hereford
and Gloucester area.

“From newspapers he was
ﬂ‘h‘(‘ te fingd out the e nt
H wnlh e i s al b
i onda .nn\ acihines  Lhp
jwma telephone number, .

“Armed with this informa-
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‘or

Mr George Carman,Q C.

tion it was then his practice to
telephone the girl and!engage
1er’ in conversation as to her
age, which schoo!l she attended,
‘a4nd ’ when " her | parents - were
Jikely to be,out of the house.

- “He smaintainéd his index
Systeri, logging every call he

.made  with  details ~of _who
. 8uswered thé telecphone: and if

it was the girl, details of what
their conversation .hagd .been
about, and what name he. had

used when making. the call.” -

‘At the time "of his  afrest,
Prime gave police 2,287 index
cards for such girls. . . . A

But Prime’ only -visited the
homes of his victims on four
0ccasinus, .One visit in March
1982 to the thome of a girl near

orcester, was abortive hccause
when he got.to the house he
found a cleaning lady there.,

The first time. he actually got
into his victim’s; home' was in
April, 1980, Prime telephoned
the -home - of .an ll-year-old
Glotcestershirs” girl and spoke
to her about her family  and
school.  He rang agan 10
Minutes later and asked to visit
the house to'do some plumbing.

He arrived five minutes lator
and the girl showed i the
lof_x. He pulied a hood of .striped
Pyjama material over his head,
placed his hand over her mouth
andtold her to lie do { Whén
she ti'ot up, he sald: jxj{tle down

‘Il do something to you.” .

After Prime said he wanted
to look up her skirt, he was dis-
tushed by a markel rescaccher
-knocking at the coor, and lcft
hurriedly. |




B ]
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Hls second victim was a 13-
vear-old Worcestershire girl. He
again telephoned the gnl Know-
ing her' parents both worked.
this time posing as a painter
and decorator; -

After pucrtmdmd to examine
the house, he asked to take a
photograph of ‘her on the :pre-
text that he had once been her
baby-sitter. But the girl refused.

She noticed mhrough a door
that he was tying a handker-
chief over-his face. He sevcd
her by the neck and said “if
you co-operate with. me you
won’t get hurt.”

Ile “twisted her arm behind
“her back-and pushed her inio
a bedroom. She asked to go to
the bathropm, whexe she opencd
" a window and tned to call for
help.

Prime  threw her into the

bath, putting his hands over
her face 'and later around her
neck. She was ordered to take
off .her jeans and’sit on the
floor and expose herself.,
* The third victim was a 14-
year-cld girl living near Here-
ford, when, in April this year,
he again te.ephoned asking to
do some pamtm« estimates.

Once at her home he threat-
ened the - girl .with a bottle
opener with a Knife blade. She
was orderéd to pull her pants
down and lift .up her skirt, but
after she began screaming
Prime fled. but “not before ask-
ing if she knew any mhm divls
on their own. .

Sir  Michael said anes
distinctively coloured Cortina
car .had been spotted at. the
scene of the Hereford incident.
and when police began question.
ing all Cortina owners, Prime
denied any knowledge of the
incident, claiming he had been
at home at the time,

“It seems that after the
police left his home he con-
fessed to his wife that he was
responsible, for the next day
he telephoned Hereford police
station and admitted he was
}he man pohce were looking

When the court came out of
camera ‘Mr George Carman,
Q C, defence counsel, told the
Lord Chief Justice:.

“My client may now be able
to see that a civilised system of
justice affords him the right to
be properly defended in a
country whose interests he has
damaged, whereas the irony of
the case is that the country
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Coritinued from P10
whose interests he sought to
~rve would have denied him
such rights.”
Dealing -
deseribed  as

with what  he

matters of ‘the
“ areatest public importance,”
Mr Carman- emphasised that
Prime’s  espionage  activities
were conducted by him in col-
lusion with the Russian Intelli-
gence services alone. : ’

No other collegue at G CH 0,
or indeed any other citizen of
Britain or any Western power

was in  any way involved,
directly. or indirectly in his
activities.

“ Having betrayed his country
and confessed his guilt frecly,
he expressly authorises me to
state that he is anxious to co-

operate after scntence with the’

in  furnishing
that

any
he

autlioritic§ i ]
turther information

possibly can in any subsequent -

interviews that may be sought,
S0 that the task of repaining the
damage should be continued.

* So much for public mattcrs.
A matter of private concern, but
no less important in your lord-
ship’s court, is the utter shame
and profound remorse that he
would wish. me to express fo

the children ‘concerned and 'to.

their parents.”

‘What kind of

man is he?’

Mr Carman said that if one
stood back with horror at the
offences, in order to take a close
look at the offender, one asked
the question: “ What kind of
man is Geoffrey Prime? ”

Two phrases told ot all—
“desperately lonely and totally
inadequate,” and ‘“a sexual and
social misfit.”

“Tt is the misfits of society
that provide tlie fertile breeding
ground for the ruthless propa-
ganda of the Soviet system and
its capacity to foster treachery
under the -guise. of idealism.”-

Mr Carman said a cynic might
add “perfectly wicked.,” and
one had to concede that to be

irue in termis  of = Prime’s
conduct.
“But it is not the key to

understanding the man him-
scif.,” he said.

At 30 years of age, Prime
had betrayed his country while
serving in the RATF, at the
beginning of. 1568.

“That was a considered
decision. One naturally asks
how and why .did he reach that
decision.” said Mr Carman.

When one looked: back. the
picture that was presented of
Prime was of an unhappy and
unfortunate childhood, where
he had been deprived of
parcntal tove. His parents mav-
riage was unhappy and he him-
sclf was the victim of a sexual
assault by. an adult relative.

When Prime joined the RAF

he was already encountcring

“of~a sensitive

said My Cayman, Peime

problems.
mother-died that year and his

serious sexual

father when he was 25,
“What your lordship does
not already know is that in
1972, whilst cmployed an worlk
nature, he was
referred by his general practi-
tioner to a-coasubtant psychia-
trist for severe depression.”
Mr Carman described Prime’s
unhappy and unfortunate back-
ground, his scxual maladjust-
ment and social iselation which,
he said had led to his position.
“When he was in the RAF
in Berlin he lost his parents
aud religicus. behief.
sexually inadequate. In his own
worgs: ‘T needed to believe in
somethingt -
“He started to listen to Rus-
sian  broadcasts ' . and ~ read

Russian :literature, He was, in

his” mind, converted to the
causc” at that time.”

In the following nine years,
bad
“clong ™ to the idea that he
had made the right decision.

“ But -they were ninc years
also where his doubts began to
torment him with ever increas-

ing intensity.”

I'nd of marriage

‘the watershed’

Primte married in 1969, but
the marriage failed in 1972. He
had-  psyehatric treatment
during this period for depres-
sion, The watershed came when
he left his wife.

Then Prime met his present
wife and went to lodge at her
home. * She had a tragic mar-
riage with three young sons.
Prime married her in the sum-
mer of 1877 and then
voluntarily and very abruptly
resigned his post at Cheltenham
in September of thal vear.

“The pressure which built
up in him causéd him to resign

and consider taking steps to
defect to the .Soviet Union
twice.” ' , :
yMr  Carman invited Lord

Lane not to corc . der Prime as
a totally ruthless apd rationally
motivated spy. He pointed out
that he had an opportunity o
defect to the Soviet Tninn when
he resigned 'from  Cheltenham
and failed to do so.
" Also, unlike some of the
maijor post-war spies including
Philby., Burgess and Maclean,
there was not in Prime’s case
any pre-arranged  escane  plan
or route with the Russians.
He had no false passport and
every trip abroad was carried
out using his real passport.
Lord T.anc intervened: “ Did

“he really need one?”

Mr. Carman replicd: “1f he
went to places like Vienna, it
mav have Dbeen likely for the
Russians to have provided him
with a false passport.”

Mr Carman said the final
reason for not treating Prime as

He was-

T R R AR om0
His a ruthless traitor was that when
he was arrested and inter-

vicwed about the sex- offences
op April 27 this year, “a criti
cal date in this case,” he then
freely, within a few hours con.
fessed two things to his wife.

Ignored chance

to defect’

He told her he was guilty of -
grave sexual misconduct; more
startlingly, he told her he had
been cngaged in spying.- . -

When he- knew he .was a
police suspect for serious sexual
offences, he had 3 passport,
maney and a. car, and could
have defected from this coun-
try. But he did not, said.
counsel.

“Tor on that day, and for
the. remaining three ‘wecks, the
authorities were totally
wnaware the man suspected of
sexual activities was also a spy.

. “ This'man was not a poten- .
tially ruthless and not a totally

rationally motivated spy.”

He confessed to his wife on
the evening of April 27, and the
following day. telephoned the

police admitting the sexual
offences.  In the intervening
three  wecks  Mrs  Prime

agonised with herscif what she
Should do.

In the mecantime, she found
a carrier bag containing spy

equipment and a wallet con-

laining documents under a.bed.
She took advice from her soli-
citor, from her doctor and from
her  parents, all of whom
advised her that the matter
should bé reported.

~ Mr Carman said Prime had
lied to police because. he knew
that even if he was imprisoned
for the sexual offences, any
term would leave him a lifeline
to sec his wife and stepchildren
cventually. .
* Prime had described in great
detail Iiis  recruitment  and
training by the Russians, and
had also deseribed the Russian
Intelligence service to police.

He had told quite volun-
tarily of the pavments he had
received and the times on which
the Russians had made contact.
_““He gave the British authori-
ties cvery possible co-operation
i1 enabling them to try to
understand the gravity of what
he had done and assess the
damage .that he had perpe-
trated.”

Mr  Carman added: *“His
paymasters did not think so
highly of him that they had
arranged for his escape.”

Again Lord LANg interrupted,
saving: “He was much more
valnable herpe”

Counsel said Prime had no
access to fresh  information
from the autumn of 1977 when
he left Cheltenham. Although
he went to Portsdam  in 1681
and was interviewed by Russian

" the decision to resign, he made

100k legal advice and 1 had a

- science, or my husband’s con.

Intelligence, they were . tech.
nical ‘questions, and he was |
unable to help them. :

“Persistent  attempts were
made. by the Russians to
encourage him to try to rejoin
the Government services at

Cheltenham or the Army. They
even tried to persuade him to
try to join the Security Ser-
vices.” But once having ‘made

absolutely no effort 1o rejoin
again.” ‘

Mrs Ruowa ‘PriMe, 37, who
went to police as a matter of
-conscience;,'told ‘the court: “1

choice, I didn't have to do it.

¥ But morally I had to-go to
the authorities and tell them,
becqus'e I'.could not live as a
Christian with that on-my con-

science, And T believe, in the
end, I have done him a favour,
and hopefully the coun'try.”
Prie oled wistdy stopaed
as Lord Lane sentenced him
to a total of 38.years in prison.
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T.ORD LANE, the Lord’
Chief | Justlce, told -
-Prime: "

“I have listéned to what

has been said of your early
history and the background of
social and sexual isolation
which you ‘had, and of course,

all this made you an ideal pros- -

pect for our patential eriemies.”

Lord Lane ‘said he had also
listened “perhaps more import-
antly” to what anes wife
said on his behalf.

“ Whatever has come out of
this case, your wife has ‘come
out of it with great credit. She
displays herself as-a woman
of great character, sympathy
and humanity.”

- He went on: “But the court
has heard enough about your
activities over at least’ nine
}vears as I read it, probably

onger ,to realise that by your

_treachery you have done incal-

le hanm to the interests
and security of this country and
the interests and security of our
friends and allies.”

No one would ever know for
certain what exactly motivated
Prime. *“.It . may have been what
vou have doubtless called
ideological reasons,”. : ..

"Lord-Lane- said he had been
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The Lord Chief justice,
Lord Lane.

asked by Mr Carman not to
treat Prime as a rutbless and
rationally motivated spy.

“But I am *ound to say that
it-is a description which fits you
exactly. Your ruthlesspess is
demounstrated not only by what
you did with this country’s
secrets, - but by what you did
to those girls.

“The fact that vou were
rationally motivated is quite
olear on the statements you
made to. police,

“ What vouz‘ motivation was
perhaps doesn't matter. You
made the choice and you must
suffer the result.”” .

Lord Lane told Prime he was
giving him credit for having
confessed, for pleading guilty,
and for largely providing the
material on which the prose-
cution was based.

“It is said you are anxious
to repair the damage you have
done. But it is perfectly plain
that the huge proportion of it
is quite irrevocable,

" “You must suffer the result
of the choice you have made.
The result is to punish you,
mark the public abhorrence of
the crimes you have committed,
and finally to deter others who .
might toy with the idea of
treachery in the future.

‘“As you; gained in stature
and promotion in your job, so
you became of greater use to
the Russians, and that is the
basis on which I sentence you.”

Prime, of Pitville Crescent,
Cheltenham, was jailed for a
total of 35 years after he
pleaded guilty to the seven
spying charges.

He was jailed for a further
three vears, making a total of
38 wvear, for the indecent
assaults on the three young
girls.




